
Preserving Israel‘s Security through a Two State Solution

Just 50 years ago, June 5-10, 1967, the Six-Day War took place, with consequences until today.

Two high-ranking military experts of the Israeli Defense Forces - now active in the Peace and Security 
Association- are working to promote a sustainable political solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

June 6, 18:30h

Diplomatic Academy of Vienna
Favoritenstraße 15a, 1040 Vienna

RSVP: www.da-vienna.ac.at/events

Welcome: Hans Winkler (Director, Diplomatic Academy of Vienna)

Keynote: Brig. Gen. (ret.) Gadi Zohar (Council of Peace and Security)
 Lt. Col. (res.) Ivri Verbin (Council of Peace and Security)

Discussion: Gudrun Kramer (Director, Austrian Study Centre for Peace and Conflict Resolution/ASPR)
 Alan Freeman (New Israel Fund / NIF, Jerusalem)
 
Moderator: Rubina Möhring (Présidente, Reporters Sans Frontières) 

Organizers: New Israel Fund (NIF), Austrian Chapter
 Peace and Security Association, Israel

Partners and  Diplomatic Academy Vienna
Co-Organizers: European Bureau for Policy Consulting and Social Research Vienna 
 ICCR – The European Association for the Advancement of the Social Sciences

https://www.da-vienna.ac.at/en/Events/MoreInformation/Id/962/Preserving-Israel%E2%80%98s-Security-through-a-Two-State-Solution


Brig. Gen. (ret.) Gadi Zohar is the chairman of the Council for Peace and Security (CPS) 
since August 2013. Zohar served for more than 30 years in the Israeli Defense Forces. From 
1991-1995, he was Head of the Civil Administration in the West Bank and during this time 
also served as a senior member of the Israeli delegation that negotiated the Gaza-Jericho 
Agreement. Prior to that, he was an intelligence attaché in the Israeli Embassy in Was-
hington, founded and headed the Terror Department of the Intelligence Corp, and other 
intelligence posts. During the Yom Kippur War, he served as the adjutant of then IDF Chief 
of General Staff, David Elazar. Since his retirement Gadi has headed various projects and 
consultations on security and war against terrorism. 

Lt. Col. (res.)  Ivri Verbin, MBA, a current executive board member of CPS. Verbin is the 
CEO and founder of Goodvision, the Israeli pioneer CSR consulting firm. He has founded 
the firm in 2002, after a few years of service in the Israeli Ministries of Foreign Affairs and 
Regional Cooperation as an advisor to the hon. Mr. Shimon Peres. Prior to this, Verbin was 
involved in the foundation of Peres Centre for Peace in 1996, and served as the Centre‘s 
director for special projects. He also took part in the peace negotiation with Jordan (1994) 
and the negotiation with the Palestinian authority on the interim agreement Oslo 2 accord 
(1995). He lectures on business and society and writes extensively about business responsi-
bility issues in daily and professional media. Verbin serves as Lt. Col. (res.) in the IDF.

Gudrun Kramer is the Director of the Austrian Study Center for Peace and Conflict 
Resolution – ASPR. From 2010 – 2017 she was based in Jerusalem working for the German 
Development Cooperation – GIZ. She headed the regional program “Facilitating Social 
Participation of Palestinian Refugees” (FASPAR), which provided advise to the “United Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East” (UNRWA), as well as to the host 
governments of Jordan and Lebanon. From 2005 – 2010 Ms. Kramer was the executive 
director of the “Institute for Integrative Conflict Transformation and Peacebuilding” (today 
Herbert C. Kelman Institute), based in Vienna. In this function, she was involved in interna-
tional peace mediation efforts, and implemented projects on behalf of the Austrian Foreign 
Ministry on conflict transformation in South Asia as well as Africa. During this time she also 
started cooperating with Herbert C. Kelman, who has been involved in Track 2 problem-
solving workshops in Israel and Palestine since the 1970ies. She participated in an evalua-
tion of the people-to-people dialogue processes in Israel and Palestine and contributed to 
the development of a specific conflict transformation approach for the Israeli – Palestinian 
conflict. 

Alan Freeman spent nearly 40 years at the Jerusalem Foundation where he served as its 
Vice-President. The Jerusalem Foundation is Jerusalem‘s leading civic society organization. 
Throughout his tenure at the Jerusalem Foundation he worked as part of the ‚inner cabinet‘ 
of senior management, with former Mayor Teddy Kollek (until his death in 2007). The senior 
management team coordinated the planning, construction, content and programmes of 
many of Jerusalem‘s landmark projects. He has served on several prestigious boards in 
Jerusalem and has also featured as a guest speaker on Jerusalem in Washington, Oxford, 
London, NewYork and Sydney. He is now utilizing his retirement to benefit the NIF and has 
volunteered to establish a European advisory group for the New Israel Fund (NIF) helping 
Israel live up to its founders‘ vision of a state that ensures complete equality of social and 
political rights to all its inhabitants. Its aim is to advance liberal democracy, including  
freedom of speech and minority rights, and to fight inequality, injustice, and extremism.
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